
 

  

What do you know about the Draw Down? 

FALL  2021 

•    Did you know that the draw down will begin on after October 15  each year? 

• Did you know that the lake must be raised based on water temperature in the 
spring to allow the fish to spawn? 

• Did you know that the LIPOA and any volunteers must walk the shoreline to re-
locate any stranded water life caused by the drawdown? (Shoreline walkers 

needed) 

• Did you know that this is the 10th year for the draw down?  A four foot draw 
down was done in 2012 and since then it has been a six foot draw down.  

• Did you know the “old” gate takes 768 cranks to open it four feet? 

• Did you know the “new” gate takes 192 cranks to open it four feet? 

• Did you know the gate and water level are monitored during the drawdown. We 
are allowed to lower the lake a maximum of 6 inches per day.  After the water 
stops going over the dam, the gates only allow the lake to lower by about 3 

inches a day? 

• Did you know that nature can raise the lake faster than George can?  Spring 
rain! 

• Did you know the draw down helps in three ways? 

 1. Exposes lake bottom weed/root structure to freezing. 

 2.  Bank erosion caused by ice is reduced in the spring. 

 3.  Riparian owners can clean the lake bottoms 
      of weeds and debris (manually only) and  
      allows repairs or installation of seawalls 
      and riprap. (Permits may be required) 

 
• Did you know you can learn more about the lake, 

     the dam and the LIPOA at our regular meetings?      

     The second Wednesday of the month at 7 pm. 
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Calendar of LIPOA Events 2022                                

 January 
4 - Office Opens After Holidays  
4-   Lake / River Meeting 6:30PM 
12 - Board Meeting 7:00PM LIPOA Office 
February 
1 - Lakes / River Meeting 6:30PM 
9 - Board Meeting 7:00PM LIPOA Office 
March 
1 - Lake / River Meeting 6:30PM 
9 - Board Meeting 7:00PM LIPOA Office 
April 
1 - Priority Dock Request Due With Pay-
ment 
1 - Fees and Dues are Due 
1 - Summer Hours Begin M-F 8:00AM - 
4:00PM Sat 9:00AM - 1:00PM 
5 - Lake / River Meeting 6:30PM 
12-DOCK DAY 
13 - Board Meeting 7:00PM LIPOA Office 
15 - Seasonal Camping Requests are Due 
May 
3 - Lake / River Meeting 6:30PM 
9-  Parks Meeting 1:00PM 
11- Board Meeting 7:00PM LIPOA Office 
14-Extended Seasonal Camping/
Campground 
21- Regular Camping  
30 - Office Closed for Memorial Day 
June 
6 - Parks Meeting 1:00PM 
7 - Lake Committee Meeting 6:30PM 
8 - Board Meeting 7:00PM LIPOA Office 
July 
2 - 5K / Village Fireworks  
5 - Lake Committee Meeting 6:30PM 
11- Parks Meeting 1:00PM 
13-Board Meeting 7:00PM LIPOA Office 
16 - Annual Membership Picnic 1:00PM - 
4:00PM  
 

August 
2 - Lake Committee Meeting 6:30PM 
LIPOA Office 
8 - Parks Committee Meeting 1:00PM 
LIPOA Office  
10 - Board Meeting 7:00PM LIPOA Of-
fice 
20 - Annual Membership Meeting Time 
9:00AM 
September  
5- CLOSED 
6- Lake Committee Meeting 6:30PM 
LIPOA Office  
12-Parks Meeting 1:00PM 
14 - Board Meeting 7:00PM LIPOA Of-
fice  
October  
1 - Fall / Winter Hours Begin Tuesday - 
Friday 8:00AM - 4:00PM 
4 - Lake Committee Meeting 6:30PM 
LIPOA Office  
10-Parks 1:00PM 
12- Board Meeting 7:00 PM LIPOA  Of-
fice  
15 - Storage Fees Due 
15 - DRAWDOWN 
November  
1 - Lake Committee Meeting 6:30PM 
LIPOA Office  
7-Parks Meeting 1:00PM 
9 - Board Meeting 7:00PM LIPOA Office 
24-28 Thanksgiving Office Closed  
December 
6- Lake Committee Meeting 6:30PM 
LIPOA Office 
12-Parks Meeting 1:00PM 
14 - Board Meeting 7:00PM LIPOA Of-
fice  
24 - Jan 5, 2021 -  Office Closed For        
Holiday 
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 A Note from the Librarian 

 

 

 

We are looking for Volunteers for the Lake and Parks 
Committee if you are interested please call the office  
or stop by and see George. 

LIPOA Lending Library 

Do you take a book with you when you go out cruising or fishing on your boat? Do you 
pull one out when your spouse is watching something you don’t like on TV? Does your 
guest need a book for a lazy day? When sitting in a favorite chair, inside or out, beverage 
of choice at hand, is a novel open before you? 

Investigate the books in the LIPOA library, located in their office building on Queensway. 
There are sections dedicated to westerns and war stories, LARGE PRINT books, and biog-
raphies/autobiographies. With both hardcover and paperbacks, books are shelved alphabeti-
cally by author. Intrigue, mysteries, romance, classics, fantasy, and science fiction are all 
represented. Books are in excellent condition and available to all residents. Bring your own 
bag to fill or recycle one of the plastic bags available, leaving your returned books on the 
table in the library. 

Donations of FICTION or BIOGRAPHIES in terrific condition accepted. Any books weed-
ed out of donations or the collection will be given to the Sherman Town-
ship Library. 

Drop in, check it out, look for new additions by your favorite authors! 

The staff of the Village and LIPOA have decided again this year in lieu of exchanging gifts 
with one another we would adopt a family. We have jointly made this decision for over 15 
years and our donations have grown since the beginning with the help of the entire communi-
ty. Last year we were able to raise over a three thousand dollars. Again, we would like to for-
mally invite the entire community to participate in our 2021 Holiday Adoption program. Do-
nations are tax deductible. In addition, non-perishable foods and household items are always 
appreciated as we also donate to the Weidman Food Pantry and the Women’s Shelter. Please 
help us make this a special holiday season for a family or two in our area. If you wish to par-
ticipate, please call us at 989-644-8654, ask for Jessica or 989-644-3326, and ask for Alicia.  
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Notes from George 

To say it was a quick summer would be an understatement this year. Seems like it was just Memorial 
Day. I’d like to go back and do it again, but I guess that’s why some go south for the winter. 

Now, as things are being prepared for the draw down notifications, wrapping up our final mowing in 
the parks, closing the campground, and releasing the fall newsletter, reality is setting in. It’s time to 
set up for shore walking the lake perimeter. If you have an interest in participating again or a first ex-
perience, call us and we can explain how it works. Last year, we returned over 2,500 clams/freshwater 
mussels to the water, the most we ever have. If we weren’t required to “save” them, we could have 
had one huge membership clam bake! 

Repairs will continue this off-season replacing the boat launch at Birch Park and a new seawall at 
Lincoln Park. I have the permits for both projects already so we can start when the lake gets low 
enough to commence. We are also moving forward with sediment testing for heavy metals in the river 
and Birch Park when the water gets low enough. That’s the first thing that needs to happen before any 
lake bottom restoration (dredging) can happen. We must know what the chemical analysis is prior to 
submitting for a permit. We may try to get in the west end of Bonita Bay as well. It’s a long step-by-
step process but we are moving forward to be prepared should funding become available. 

We had our Annual Membership Meeting in August with 69 memberships present. It was the first one 
in four years where we could hold an “official” meeting. Our by-laws state we must have 50 member-
ships present to have a quorum. So, we conducted an official meeting. It was nice to see the interest in 
our responsibilities again with many questions and answers and a good overview of what has been 
done during the past year. One of our main discussions was about raising dues. That hasn’t been done 
for ten years and we’ve kept saving money to do our larger projects. A vote was held to raise dues $25 
per year for the next three years which passed 47 yay to 13 nay. With passage, starting in 2022, the 
annual dues will be $220, in 2023, $245, and in 2024, $270. Unless something changes, these funds 
should take us through the decade. 

We’ve had some workplace challenges this year with staffing. We ran about a month with only two 
outside employees with three being necessary, 3.5 desired. It’s difficult to pick up the pace when at 
minimum, 19 parks must be mowed each week and there’s trimming too. We made it through and are 
now back up to three. 

This fall, Whispering Pines Cove petitioned the board to become “regular members” instead of 
“special members”. The owners are required to pay association dues and the lake maintenance fee as 
written in their by-laws yet have no voting rights or representation on or by the board. I believe this is 
a valid request but must be voted on by the regular members to be allowed into District 1. As stated in 
our by-laws, a 14-day notice must be given to the members to make a by-law change. The window 
was missed for the annual meeting but hopefully will be resolved at the picnic during a quick meet-
ing. 

Now, I would like to thank all of our volunteers this year for help with the 5K and picnic. Both went 
off without a hitch! Also, thanking Rod, Don, and now Darcy for sticking with it when the work was 
pushed and there just wasn’t enough hours. Great job! And lastly Alicia, for keeping the office run-
ning also while short staffed. Good job! 

Thank you, and have a good winter. 

George 
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SUPPORT OUR LOCAL ADVERTISERS  

This year our 5K had a great turn out! 

We had over 138 participants. A big 
thank you to  all who volunteered. 
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SUPPORT OUR LOCAL ADVERTISERS  

Ameri
can 
Pond-

Service Excellence Since 1989 
4699 E Airport Rd                          

neatangreen.com   Mt Pleasant 

Full-Service Lawn Maintenance 

Fertilization/Weed & Insect Control 

Landscape Design/Installation 

Stone Retaining Walls/Patios 

Irrigation Maintenance 

NOTE: The drawdown will start 
October 15, 2021. With that be-
ing said boats need to be out of 
the water by October 14, 2021! 
Volunteers are needed to walk 

the shore during the drawdown.  
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SUPPORT OUR LOCAL ADVERTISERS  

Service Excellence Since 1989 

 
• Fertilizer-Weed Control-Crabgrass Control. 

• Tree/Shrub Care-Insect & Disease Control. 

• Pruning and Trimming/Shaping shrubs and Trees. 

• Grub Control and Grub Preventer. 

• Perimeter Pest Control & Mosquito Abatement. 

• Core Aeration & Dethatching. 

• Slit Seeding and Over-Seeding. 

• Landscape Design & Installation. 

• Stone Retaining Walls/Patios/Walkways. 

• Irrigation Start-up and Shut-down. 

• Lawn Mowing, Trimming and Maintenance. 

 
NEAT & GREEN LAWN CARE 

4699 E Airport Rd, Mt Pleasant MI 48858 
Neatandgreen.com 

989-772-5139 

  Mention this ad and receive $50 off any service! 

    Limit one per customer. Offer expires November 30, 2021 
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Call us today! 

We can transfer all types of 
media to save your precious 

memories:  

Film & audio reels,  

videotapes, plus digital  

formats such as phone clips, 

701 N Mission St.    Mount Pleasant, MI 

VHS 
To 

Film 
To 

Affordable 
Transfer 
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6708 E. M115 
Cadillac, MI 49601 

GENESIS TRAILERS INC. 

2900 Doc Drive 
Harrison, MI 48625 

www.madsdocks.com 

MADS is your one-stop shop for all things: 
  

Docks   /   Lifts   /   Trailers   /   Avalon Pontoons 

Yamaha & Mercury Outboard Motors 
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Drawdown will start on or about October 15, 2021.  
 

As a property owner, you are receiving this notice because of the 
requirements of MDEQ permit 13-37-0018-P.  

 

Your watercraft must be removed from Lake Isabella no later than October 14, 2021.  
 

Docks must be removed from LIPOA Parks by October 30, 2021 
 

We are also looking for volunteers to walk the exposed lake 
bottom while the lake is receding to document and place 

stranded mussels and fish back into the water.  
See lipoa.org for details and training times. 

Lake Isabella 2021 

Drawdown Notification 

Lake.isabella@outlook.com      1096 QUEENS WAY                     989-644-3326 

www.lipoa.org                               LAKE ISABELLA MI  48893       FAX 989-644-5361 

 

http://www.lipoa.org

