
 

  

What do you know about the Draw Down? 

FALL  2019 

•    Did you know that the draw down will begin on after October 15  each year? 

• Did you know that the lake must be raised based on water temperature in the 
spring to allow the fish to spawn? 

• Did you know that the LIPOA and any volunteers must walk the shoreline to re-
locate any stranded water life caused by the drawdown? (Shoreline walkers 

needed) 
• Did you know that this is the 7th year for the draw down?  A four foot draw 

down was done in 2012 and since then it has been a six foot draw down.  
• Did you know the “old” gate takes 768 cranks to open it four feet? 

• Did you know the “new” gate takes 192 cranks to open it four feet? 

• Did you know the gate and water level are monitored during the drawdown. We 
are allowed to lower the lake a maximum of 6 inches per day.  After the water 
stops going over the dam, the gates only allow the lake to lower by about 3 

inches a day? 

• Did you know that nature can raise the lake faster than George can?  Spring 
rain! 

• Did you know the draw down helps in three ways? 

 1. Exposes lake bottom weed/root structure to freezing. 
 2.  Bank erosion caused by ice is reduced in the spring. 

 3.  Riparian owners can clean the lake bottoms 

      of weeds and debris (manually only) and  
      allows repairs or installation of seawalls 

      and riprap. (Permits may be required) 
 

• Did you know you can learn more about the lake, 
     the dam and the LIPOA at our regular meetings?      
     The second Wednesday of the month at 7 pm. 
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Calendar of LIPOA Events 2020                                 

 January 

2 - Office Opens After Holidays  
8 - Board Meeting 7:00PM 

February 

4 - Lakes / River Meeting 6:30PM 

12 - Board Meeting 7:00PM 

March 

3 - Lake / River Meeting 6:30PM 

11 - Board Meeting 7:00PM  
April 
1 - Priority Dock Request Due With Pay-
ment 
1 - Fees and Dues are Due 

1 - Summer Hours Begin M-F 8:00AM - 
4:00PM Sat 9:00AM - 1:00PM 

7 - Lake / River Meeting 6:30PM 

8 - Board Meeting 7:00PM 

13-Parks Committee Meeting 1:00PM 
LIPOA Office  
14 - DOCK DAY 

15 - Seasonal Camping Requests are Due 

May 

5 - Lake / River Meeting 6:30PM 

9-Extended Seasonal Camping/
Campground 

11-Parks Meeting 1:00PM 

13-Board Meeting 7:00PM 

16- Village Wide Yard Sales 

25 - Office Closed for Memorial Day 

June 

2 - Lake Committee Meeting 6:30PM 

8 - Parks Meeting 1:00PM 

10 - Board Meeting 7:00PM 

July 

4 - 5K / Village Fireworks  
6 - Parks Meeting 1:00PM 

7-Lake Committee Meeting 6:30PM 

8-Board Meeting 7:00PM 

18 - Annual Membership Picnic 1:00PM - 
4:00PM  
 

August 
4 - Lake Committee Meeting 6:30PM 
LIPOA Office 

10 - Parks Committee Meeting 1:00PM 
LIPOA Office  
12 - Board Meeting 7:00PM LIPOA Of-
fice 

15 - Annual Membership Meeting Time 
9:00AM 

September  
1 - Lake Committee Meeting 6:30PM 

LIPOA Office  
7- Office Closed 

8-Parks Meeting 1:00PM 

9 - Board Meeting 7:00PM LIPOA Office  
October  
1 - Fall / Winter Hours Begin Tuesday - 
Friday 8:00AM - 4:00PM 

6 - Lake Committee Meeting 6:30PM 
LIPOA Office  
12-Parks 1:00PM 

14- Board Meeting 7:00 PM LIPOA  Of-
fice  
15 - Storage Fees Due 

15 - DRAWDOWN 

November  
3 - Lake Committee Meeting 6:30PM 
LIPOA Office  
9-Parks Meeting 1:00PM 

11 - Board Meeting 7:00PM LIPOA Of-
fice 

25-27 Thanksgiving Office Closed  
December 

1 - Lake Committee Meeting 6:30PM 
LIPOA Office 

7-Parks Meeting 1:00PM 

9 - Board Meeting 7:00PM LIPOA Office  
24 - Jan 5, 2021 -  Office Closed For        
Holiday 
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 A Note from the Librarian 

 

      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community 

The staff of the Village and LIPOA have decided again this year in lieu of exchanging 
gifts with one another we would adopt a family.   We have jointly made this decision for 
over 15 years and our donations have grown since the beginning with the help of the en-

tire community. Last year we were able to raise a little over a three thousand dollars.  
Again, we would like to formally invite the entire community to participate in our 2019 
Holiday Adoption program.  Donations are tax deductible.  In addition, non-perishable 

foods and household items are always appreciated as we also donate to the Weidman 
Food Pantry and the Women’s Shelter.  Please help us make this a special holiday season 
for a family or two in our area.  If you wish to participate, please call us at 989-644-8654, 

ask for Jessica or 989-644-3326, and ask for Alicia.    

Stop by and visit our  

Lending Library  

at the LIPOA Office. 

 

The Lake Isabella Property Owners Association building contains a ”secret” room!  
Though it’s open to any resident or their guests, and really is not a secret, it might as well 
be.  Did YOU know a small lending library is housed in a room off the large conference 
room?  It contains donated fiction (both hardcover and paperback) and some biog-
raphy/autobiography.   
Established originally by former LIPOA employee Dorothy, it has been taken in hand by a 
retired librarian who has sorted, shelved, shifted, and created signage to better organize the 
collection for YOUR enjoyment and use.  No sign-out, due date, or book borrowing limit!  
Plastic bags are available to carry your choices home.  Adult and teen books, large print, 
classics, and recent publications are available. 
Donated FICTION ONLY in great condition is welcomed.  Hardcover books must have 
paper dustcovers.  Because of space limitations, duplicates are eliminated as well as books 
swapped out due to condition factors.  Discards are donated to the Sherman Township Li-
brary. 
Stop by during LIPOA office hours and pick something to read on your boat, in your deck 
lounge chair, or when vacation traveling.  Happy Reading! 
 

Katy Koskela - Librarian 

 

 

 

We are looking for Volunteers for the Lake and Parks 
Committee if you are interested please call the office  
or stop by and see George. 
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Description 

American Pondweed is a perennial plant that has both floating and a few submerged leaves in an al-
ternate pattern. The floating leaves are elliptical to oval 4 to 7 inches long and 1 to 2 inches wide on 
long petioles. Submerged leaves are not abundant and are blade-like, somewhat transparent and 
smaller than floating leaves. American Pondweed's fruits are on spikes that often stand above the 
water's surface and are brownish to reddish in color, 2 to 3 inches long and 1/8 to 1/4 inches wide. 

The Association would like to thank Mike Scherba for his past efforts 
on the quality of our lake and his leadership on the Lake Committee. 
Mike has decided to resign this year after many years of involvement 
and guidance. Thank you for all the oversight you provided. Our work 
will continue.     
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Operations Manager of LIPOA:                                         George King 

                                               

        It sure was a dry summer after such a wet spring.  The lake has been running 2 to 3 
inches over the spillway most of the summer.  It’s usually 4 to 6 inches over until the fall.    
Cooler late winter temps held on this year until mid-May so the lake weed growth started lat-
er than usual. The tannic acid that flowed in from upstream made the water a tea color which 
also slowed weed growth early on. The weed spray in June knocked down most of the Mil-
foil and other native plants that still hadn’t grown much, but the invasive Starry Stonewort 
took off like gangbusters shortly after. The Stonewort is just about everywhere now. Many 
companies are trying to find a new herbicide mix to eradicate the plant, including the U of 
M.  
The Annual Picnic had the largest attendance since I have been here (7 yrs) pushing over 400 
visitors for food and fun.  Afterall… it was our 50 year celebration. That was a very busy day 
and I’d like to thank our volunteers for their effort to make this an enjoyable event. Many of 
you saw my Facebook reminders and now I feel famous with like a gazillion views. Maybe 
more like 150 but it’s still a lot! 
As we enter the draw down season, October 15th, we are looking for volunteers to walk the 
lake bottom shoreline as it goes down. This is necessary to move any lake “creatures” back 
into the water until we reach the six foot down level. If you would like to participate, it’s ac-
tually a good walking exercise, stop by the office and we’ll get you set up with an area to 
cover. 
A big THANK YOU to Rod, Don, and Bob (the new guy), for keeping the parks in great con-
dition, and Alicia and Ann for keeping the office running smooth. Together we make a differ-
ence. 
Since summer went by so fast, it seems strange to say we hope you have safe travels this 
winter to warmer climates and wonderful holidays with family and friends.  For those of us 
not heading south, the same holiday wishes and time to dust off the winter gear. 
See you in the spring! 
George 

PS: We are looking for ways to increase income. If you have any ideas, please call me. 

NOTE: The drawdown will start October 15, 2019. With that being 
said boats need to be out of the water by October 14, 2019! Volun-

teers are needed to walk the shore during the drawdown.  
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SUPPORT OUR LOCAL ADVERTISERS  

This year our 5K had a great turn out! 
We had over 138 participants. A big 
thank you to  all who volunteered. 
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SUPPORT OUR LOCAL ADVERTISERS  

Ameri
can 
Pond-

Service Excellence Since 1989 

4699 E Airport Rd                          
neatangreen.com   Mt Pleasant 

Full-Service Lawn Maintenance 

Fertilization/Weed & Insect Control 

Landscape Design/Installation 

Stone Retaining Walls/Patios 

Irrigation Maintenance 
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SUPPORT OUR LOCAL ADVERTISERS  

Service Excellence Since 1989 

 
• Fertilizer-Weed Control-Crabgrass Control. 
• Tree/Shrub Care-Insect & Disease Control. 
• Pruning and Trimming/Shaping shrubs and Trees. 
• Grub Control and Grub Preventer. 
• Perimeter Pest Control & Mosquito Abatement. 
• Core Aeration & Dethatching. 
• Slit Seeding and Over-Seeding. 
• Landscape Design & Installation. 
• Stone Retaining Walls/Patios/Walkways. 
• Irrigation Start-up and Shut-down. 
• Lawn Mowing, Trimming and Maintenance. 

 
NEAT & GREEN LAWN CARE 

4699 E Airport Rd, Mt Pleasant MI 48858 
Neatandgreen.com 

989-772-5139 

  Mention this ad and receive $50 off any service! 

    Limit one per customer. Offer expires November 30, 2019. 
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10 

 

6708 E. M115 

Cadillac, MI 49601 

GENESIS TRAILERS INC. 

2900 Doc Drive 

Harrison, MI 48625 

www.madsdocks.com 

MADS is your one-stop shop for all things: 
  

Docks   /   Lifts   /   Trailers   /   Avalon Pontoons 

Yamaha & Mercury Outboard Motors 

I wanted to provide an update on Termino Park. 
Several years ago, I discussed the shoreline loss at 
Termino due to boats jamming into the shore for 
parking. Since we’ve been measuring, 4 years now, 
we’ve lost 65’’ of land. As I stated then, the shore 

will end up at the picnic table eventually since we 

loose about 2 feet per boating season. For this reason, 
it has been approved to install a steel seawall to 

stop the land loss. The top will have a wood facing 

and a wood top plate with eyes to tie your boat off. 
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Drawdown will start on or about October 15, 2019.  
 

As a property owner, you are receiving this notice because of the 
requirements of MDEQ permit 13-37-0018-P.  

 

Your watercraft must be removed from Lake Isabella no later than October 14, 2019.  
 

Docks must be removed from LIPOA Parks by October 30, 2019 
 

We are also looking for volunteers to walk the exposed lake 
bottom while the lake is receding to document and place 

stranded mussels and fish back into the water.  
See lipoa.org for details and training times. 

Lake Isabella 2019 

Drawdown Notification 

Lake.isabella@outlook.com      1096 QUEENS WAY                     989-644-3326 
www.lipoa.org                               LAKE ISABELLA MI  48893       FAX 989-644-5361 

 

http://www.lipoa.org

