
 

  

What do you know about the Draw Down? 

FALL  2018 

•    Did you know that the draw down will begin on after October 15  each year? 

• Did you know that the lake must be raised based on water temperature in the 
spring to allow the fish to spawn? 

• Did you know that the LIPOA and any volunteers must walk the shoreline to re-
locate any stranded water life caused by the drawdown? (Shoreline walkers 

needed) 
• Did you know that this is the 7th year for the draw down?  A four foot draw 

down was done in 2012 and since then it has been a six foot draw down.  
• Did you know the “old” gate takes 768 cranks to open it four feet? 

• Did you know the “new” gate takes 192 cranks to open it four feet? 

• Did you know the gate and water level are monitored during the drawdown. We 
are allowed to lower the lake a maximum of 6 inches per day.  After the water 
stops going over the dam, the gates only allow the lake to lower by about 3 

inches a day? 

• Did you know that nature can raise the lake faster than George can?  Spring 
rain! 

• Did you know the draw down helps in three ways? 

 1. Exposes lake bottom weed/root structure to freezing. 
 2.  Bank erosion caused by ice is reduced in the spring. 

 3.  Riparian owners can clean the lake bottoms 

      of weeds and debris (manually only) and  
      allows repairs or installation of seawalls 

      and riprap. (Permits may be required) 
 

• Did you know you can learn more about the lake, 
     the dam and the LIPOA at our regular meetings?      
     The second Wednesday of the month at 7 pm. 
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Calendar of LIPOA Events 2019                                 

 January 

2 - Office Opens After Holidays  
9 - Board Meeting 7:00PM 

February 

5 - Lakes / River Meeting 6:30PM 

13 - Board Meeting 7:00PM 

March 

5 - Lake / River Meeting 6:30PM 

13 - Board Meeting 7:00PM  
April 
1 - Priority Dock Request Due With Pay-
ment 
1 - Fees and Dues are Due 

1 - Summer Hours Begin M-F 8:00AM - 
4:00PM Sat 9:00AM - 1:00PM 

2 - Lake / River Meeting 6:30PM 

8 - Parks Committee Meeting 1:00PM 

9 - DOCK DAY 

10 - Board Meeting 7:00PM 

15 - Seasonal Camping Requests are Due 

May 

7 - Lake / River Meeting 6:30PM 

8 - Board Meeting 7:00PM 

12 - Extended Seasonal / Campground 
Opens 

18 - Village Wide Yard Sales 

27 - Office Closed for Memorial Day 

June 

4 - Lake Committee Meeting 6:30PM 

10 - Parks Meeting 1:00PM 

12 - Board Meeting 7:00PM 

July 

2 - Lake Committee Meeting 6:30PM 
LIPOA Office 

4 - Office Closed for the Holiday  
6 - 5K / Village Fireworks  
8 - Parks Committee Meeting 1:00PM  
10 - Board Meeting 7:00PM 

20 - Annual Membership Picnic 1:00PM - 
4:00PM  
 

August 
6 - Lake Committee Meeting 6:30PM 
LIPOA Office 

12 - Parks Committee Meeting 1:00PM 
LIPOA Office  
14 - Board Meeting 7:00PM LIPOA Of-
fice 

17 - Annual Membership Meeting Time 
9:00AM 

September  
2 - Office Closed for Labor Day  
3 - Lake Committee Meeting 6:30 LIPOA 
Office  
9 - Parks Committee 1:00PM 

11 - Board Meeting 7:00PM LIPOA Of-
fice  
October  
1 - Fall / Winter Hours Begin Tuesday - 
Friday 8:00AM - 4:00PM 

1 - Lake Committee Meeting 6:30PM 
LIPOA Office  
9 - Board Meeting 7:00 PM LIPOA  Of-
fice  
15 - Storage Fees Due 

15 - DRAWDOWN 

November  
5 - Lake Committee Meeting 6:30PM 
LIPOA Office  
13 - Board Meeting 7:00PM LIPOA Of-
fice 

21-22 Thanksgiving Office Closed  
December 

3 - Lake Committee Meeting 6:30PM 
LIPOA Office 

11 - Board Meeting 7:00PM LIPOA Of-
fice  
24 - Jan 2, 2020 -  Office Closed For        
Holiday’s 
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Notes from the Office 

What a great 2018 year we have had!!! We all were very sad to see Dorothy leave 
but are very happy for the career opportunity she has received.  With that being 
said we are happy that Alicia has moved into Dorothy's roll and is doing a fantas-
tic job!!! We also welcomed our new office assistant Courtney! These girls have 

really embraced the their new job rolls! 
Meet Alicia & Courtney 

     This year our 5K had a great turn out! We had over 98 participants. 
The 2018 LIPOA membership picnic was a HUGE success!!  The rain wasn't a 

damper on any of our fun!! We had over 255 people attend this  year!!  
Community 

Many years ago, the staff of the Village and LIPOA decided in lieu of exchanging 
gifts with one another we would adopt a family on an annual basis. Every year 

since the beginning we have grown, with the help of the entire community. Last 
year we were able to raise a little over three thousand dollars. Again, we would 
like to formally invite the entire community to participate in our 2018 holiday 

adoption. These donations are tax deductible. In addition, non-perishable foods 
and household items are always appreciated as we also donate to the Weidman 
Food Pantry and the Women’s Shelter. Please help us make this a special holiday 

season for a family or two in Isabella County. If you wish to participate, please call 
us at 989.644.8654 ask for Jessica, or 989.644.3326 and ask for Alicia or Courtney.  

Stop by and visit 
our  

Lending Library  
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Identification: 
• Whorls of 4-6 branchlets/leaves with blunt tips 

• Star-shaped bulbils are produced at the nodes, generally 3-6 mm wide 

Can reach up to 33 inches 

Habitat: This submerged annual macroalga invades lakes, ponds, reser-
voirs, and slow moving rivers. It will inhabit freshwater habitats ranging 

from 3 feet to 95 feet in depth. 
Native Range: Europe and western Asia 

U.S. Distribution: Michigan, northern Indiana, southeastern Wisconsin, 
Minnesota, and the northeast United States 

Local Concern: Starry stonewort forms dense mats in lakes and can sig-
nificantly reduce the diversity of other aquatic plants. Dense mats of vege-
tation can also impede movement of fish, spawning activity, water flow, and 

recreational activities. 
Native look-alikes and how you can tell them apart from starry stone-

wort: 
Chara: Feels scaly and brittle, often smells like a skunk’s spray. 

 

https://www.michigan.gov/ 
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Operations Manager of LIPOA:                                         George King 

This has been the driest summer in the last seven years.. The lake has been running 
at 2 to 2 ½”  over the spillway all summer. At least until about four weeks ago, 

then it went up 10”.  
The weed spray in June didn’t look like it was necessary but growth was just under 

the water surface and we had to keep it under control. Starry Stonewort took off 
like gangbusters shortly after especially in August even though the water clarity 

never improved. The water still hasn’t cleared up and the CMU biology department 
is running a few free tests to see what it is thanks to the help of Mike Scherba.  

Our annual picnic turned out great. Rainy forecast, a bit breezy, but we hung tarps 
around it and made it more weather friendly. We ended up having about 255 folks 
come. It was a very busy day and I’d like to thank everyone who helped for their 

efforts to make this an enjoyable event. 
As we enter the draw down season, we are looking for volunteers to walk the lake 
bottom shoreline as it goes down. This is necessary to move any lake “creatures” 

back into the water until we reach the six foot down level. If you would like to par-
ticipate, it’s a good walking exercise, stop by the office and we’ll get you set up 

with an area to cover. 
A big THANK YOU to Rod, Don, and Larry for keeping the parks in great condi-

tion, and both Alicia and Courtney for keeping the office running smooth. Together 
we make a difference. 

Since summer went by so fast, and it’s back in the 80s,  it doesn’t seem right to say 
we hope you have safe travels this winter to warmer climates and wonderful holi-
days with family and friends.  For those of us not heading south, the same holiday 

wishes but time to dust off the winter gear. 
See you in the spring! 

George 

                                               

NOTE: The drawdown will start October 15, 2018. 
With that being said boats need to be out of the water by 

October 14, 2018! Volunteers are needed to walk the shore 
during the drawdown.  
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SUPPORT OUR LOCAL ADVERTISERS  
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SUPPORT OUR LOCAL ADVERTISERS  
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SUPPORT OUR LOCAL ADVERTISERS  

RV & BOAT STORAGE, IRRIGATION, 
LANDSCAPE DESIGN, LANDSCAPE 
SUPPLY’S, LAWN CARE, SNOW RE-

MOVAL 
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Drawdown will start on or about October 15, 2018.  
 

As a property owner, you are receiving this notice because of the 
requirements of MDEQ permit 11-37-0018-P.  

 

Your watercraft must be removed from Lake Isabella no later than October 14, 2018.  
 

Docks must be removed from LIPOA Parks by October 30, 2018. 
 

We are also looking for volunteers to walk the exposed lake 
bottom while the lake is receding to document and place 

stranded mussels and fish back into the water.  
See lipoa.org for details and training times. 

Lake Isabella 2018 

Drawdown Notification 

lakeisabella@winntel.net        1096 QUEENS WAY                      989-644-3326 
www.lipoa.org                               LAKE ISABELLA MI  48893       FAX 989-644-5361 

http://www.lipoa.org

